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Toronto’s first pop-up School Street

Hello and welcome to the Jane’s Walk on Toronto First 
Pop-up School Street. We at 8 80  Cities, during these 
trying times of Covid-19, are thrilled to guide you through 
this independent site walk of our 8 80  Streets Mountview 
project which was Toronto first pop-up School Street. We 
hope that you are able to reference this guide as you make 
your way through the 6 stops, we’ve outline.

We are fortunate  that the entirety of this walk takes place 
on the traditional territory of many nations including the 
Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, 
the Haudenasaunee and the Wendat people as well as the 
many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Metis peoples. We 
acknowledge that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 signed 
by the Mississaguas of the Credit and the Williams Treaties 
signed with multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa bands. 
While our walk divulges the details of Toronto’s first pop-up 
school street, we acknowledge and are fortunate to be able 
to work on this land. 

8 80 Cities is a non-profit organization based in Toronto, 
Ontario. We exist to improve the quality of life for people 
in cities by bringing citizens together to enhance parks, 
mobility, and public space so that together we can create 
more vibrant, healthy, and equitable communities. We 
believe that if everything we do in our public spaces is great 
for an 8 year old and great for an 80 year old, then it will be 
great for all of people.

8 80  Streets Mountview was Toronto’s first School Streets 
popup, demonstrating how to create safer roads near 
schools through programming rather than reconstruction. 
Between October 28 – 31, 2019 we created a temporary 
car-free environment in front of Keel Street Public School. 
The car-free zone was in effect during school drop-off and 
pick-up times in order to prioritize safe walking conditions 
for children, parents, and caregivers at Keele Street Public 
School. 

To learn more about the project, click here!

Self-Guided Jane’s Walk
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Stop 1: Keel Street Public School 
On an average day during the school’s pick up and drop 
off times, this part of Mountview Avenue could look very 
different. Through our engagement and planning process 
for this project, we learnt that traffic congestion was a big 
problem. We heard that drivers were idling, taking too long 
to drop-off or pick-up children, as well as simply driving 
recklessly. We also heard that those factors created an 
unsafe walking environment for children getting to and 
from school. This is when we thought it would be a great 
opportunity to test School Streets!

If you were to stand here during the project, you would have 
seen tons of children, families and care-givers enjoying the 
safe car-free zone. One of our project partners, EcoKids, 
facilitated free play on the street. They provided simple 
everyday materials like cardboard boxes and chalks and 
the children naturally gravitated to the opportunity to play 
creatively. Throughout this walk, we encourage you to be 
mindful of the environment. We would like you to think 
about a simple yet powerful question that guides much of 
our work. What if everything in this city was great for an 8 
year old to and 80 year old?

Walk north along Mountview Avenue to the next stop

Stop 2: Mountview Avenue and Glenlake Ave
8 80  Streets Mountview repurposed simple planter barriers 
to create the car-free zone. Standing at the top of Mountview 
Avenue, staff and volunteers would pull out barriers at 8am 
and again at 3pm to mark that the street was closed to 
cars. We always had a someone standing by the barriers to 
welcome folks into the car-free zone and to also detour any 
unexpected traffic. At the end of the hour, we simply pulled 
the barriers back into school storage. 

We affixed street signage ahead of the project launch date 
to advice residents and traffic that this part of Mountview 
would be closed. 

This is also the area that we diverted school buses to. This 
allowed students who travel by bus to be dropped off to 
school but still can partake in some daily physical activity and 
enjoy the car-free zone.

Turn left off Mountview avenue, traveling east along Glenlake 
Avenue

Stop 3: Glenlake Ave and School Parking lot entrance
When planning for the pop-up, it was critical that an 
option for vehicular travel was maintained for any student 
or staff member who may require it. While the project 
aimed to incentivize safe active school travel (walking, 
cycling, scooters, etc.) access to this parking lot was always 
maintained. 

Continue traveling east on Glenlake Avenue towards Stop 4

Stop 4: Glenlake Ave and Keele Street
Now that we are facing Keele Street, you can get a better 
sense of the neighborhood and the traffic in the area. The 
neighborhood is dense with a mix of single-family homes and 
high-rise apartments. As a result of this dense development, 
the catchment for Keele Street Public School is relatively 
within walking distance. In fact, a large portion of the student 
body already commutes to and from school actively. But 
looking out onto the four lanes of vehicular traffic along 
Keele Street with speeds upwards of 50km/hr, we can start to 
question how safe the environment is for walking or cycling 
to and from school. 

Continue walking south on Keele street and turn right on 
Bloor towards stop 5

Stop 5: Bloor St Mountview Ave
At this intersection we affixed another street sign that 
notified the times and dates when the car-free zone would be 
in effect.

As we walk north along Mountview Avenue, it is worth noting 
the residential homes and apartment buildings we will pass. 
On the outset of planning this project, connecting with these 
residents early was critical to identify how many of residents 
would be impacted by this pop-up project. The residents 
engaged were enthusiastic about the School Streets Pop Up 
and welcome the project. While full School Streets Pilots, 
like the one popularized in parts of Europe, have robust 
permitting process for drivers that require access through 
the car-free zone, we did not experience any concerns with 
this four-day pop-up. 

Walk north along Mountview Avenue until you reach the 
driveway of the apartment complex. 
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Stop 6: Glenlake Ave and School Parking lot entrance
We are now standing at the other end of the School Streets 
zone. Another set of planter barriers were placed here 
as well as in front of the parking garage to the apartment 
complex. This apartment complex has an alternative 
entrance on the parallel street so that access to or from 
this garage was maintained the entire time. There were only 
a handful of incidents were drivers forgot that this part of 
the street was a temporary car-free zone and were happy to 
reroute. 

For the launch of the project, it was important to us to 
make it big! We literally rolled out a red carpet for students 
and families to take pride in activity commuting to and from 
school. We wanted this project to highlight the importance 
and value of active school travel with a design initiative 
that creates a safe environment to do so. For the launch, 
formal remarks were made by 8 80  Cities, School Staff, the 
local City Councillor, as well as students from the school’s 
Eco Team. While our focus was on safe street design, the 
students also emphasized the environmental benefits of 
reducing idling cars and active school travel. 

As you can see, the School Streets zone simply stretched 
the immediate block in front of the school. We used low 
cost and re-purposed materials for the barricades and the 
free ploy opportunities for kids. It was critical to engage the 
community early in the process and we were grateful for 
their willingness to collaborate on this successful project. 

While School Streets are simple to plan and facilitate, this 
project made a huge impact. We worked with the schools 
Eco Team to conduct surveys before and during the pop-
up in addition to the engagement boards we had set up 
during the project to collect broad feedback. Before the 
project, only 23% of people felt safe walking or cycling on 
Mountview whereas 97% reported that they felt safe with 
during the project. 5.4% more students used active travel 
to get to and from school during the pop-up and 20.5% 
fewer students traveled by car. As we think about what an 
age-friendly city looks and feels like, we are reminded that 
simple street interventions can go a long way in making a 
street safe enough for an 8 year old and an 80 year old.
This conclude the end of the walk.

Thank you so much for joining. If you have any questions, 
feel free to connect with us on social media @880Cities or 
email us at info@880cities.org.


